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City of West Covina
Memorandum
A G E N D A
ITEM NO.
D-7c

 
DATE

May 6, 2008

TO:

Andrew G. Pasmant, City Manager

and City Council

FROM:
Paul Segalla



Fire Department

SUBJECT:
WEED ABATEMENT 2008 – VARIOUS CITYWIDE LOCATIONS

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council take the following actions.

1.
Set June 3, 2008, as the date for the public hearing of any objections or protests to said program.

2.
Approve the Weed Abatement Roll for the calendar year 2008, and adopt the following resolution for the 2008 Weed Abatement Program.



RESOLUTION NO. ________ - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST COVINA, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING ALL RUBBISH AND REFUSE UPON, AND ALL WEEDS GROWING UPON SPECIFIED STREETS AND PRIVATE PROPERTY WITHIN SAID CITY TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO REMOVE AND ABATE THE SAME UNDER AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 4, DIVISION 3, PART 2, CHAPTER 13, ARTICLE 2, SECTIONS 39560 THROUGH 39588, OF THE CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE

DISCUSSION:

The City of West Covina has been abating weeds on designated properties since 1955 in order to remove fire hazards, noxious weeds, and nuisances.  The Weed Abatement Program is under the direction of the West Covina Fire Department.  The authority and guidelines used in the program are taken from Title 4, Chapter 13 of the California Government Code.

This year’s contract may consist of as many as three (3) separate discings, depending on the weather and the growth rate of the weeds.  Tentative starting dates are set for June, August, and October 2008.  In an average year a single discing in June is usually adequate.  The hand cleaning, trash removal, and other maintenance or mowing will be carried out throughout the year as conditions require.  Other properties that are in need of weed or trash removal will be added to a supplemental list for the City Council’s approval, as they become known.  Extensive property owner contact will be made in an effort to have property owners clear their own property, and to keep all costs associated with the program to a minimum.  Attached is the weed abatement roll for calendar year 2008, which must be approved by the City Council.  There are 28 unimproved properties.

FISCAL IMPACT:

This program is funded from the City’s General Fund and costs reimbursed through tax liens on the properties.  An independent study has shown that in order to fully recover the costs of managing the program, an administrative charge of 130% of actual cost will be levied on all weed abatement work so that the City may recoup the cost of managing a weed abatement program.  
Prepared by:
Jason Briley



Reviewed/Approved by:  Paul Segalla



Fire Inspector






     Fire Chief

Reviewed/Approved by:
Approved via telephone








Finance


City Attorney

Attachment No. 1 – Resolution

Exhibit A – Weed and Rubbish Abatement Roll Unimproved Properties 
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