
 
 

MINUTES 
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION 

CITY OF WEST COVINA 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008 

 
The special joint meeting between the Planning Commission and Community Services 
Commission was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Planning Commission Chairman Redholtz in the 
Community Room in West Covina City Hall.  Planning Commissioner Cervantes led the Pledge 
of Allegiance and Community Services Chairperson Karin Armbrust gave the invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION  
 
Present: Armbrust, Blackburn, Esparza, Estrada, Kennedy, Torres and Valles 
 
Absent: Carrico, McIntosh 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Present: Redholtz, Stewart, Rozatti, Sotelo and Cervantes 
 
Absent: None 
 
City Staff Present: McIsaac, McNeill, Yauchzee, Morgan, Reynosa, Anderson, Garcia, Headley 
and de Zara 

 
 

A.  OTHER MATTERS OR ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 This is the time when any member of the public may bring a matter to the attention of the 

Commission that is within the scope of duties assigned to the Commission.  The Ralph M. 
Brown Act limits the Planning Commission and staff's ability to respond to comments on 
non-agendized matters at the time such comments are made.  Thus, your comments may be 
agendized for a future meeting or referred to staff.  The Commission may discuss or ask 
questions for clarification, if desired, at this time. 

 
 By policy of the Commission, Oral Communications at this time on the agenda is limited to 

a total of 15 minutes.   
 
 None 
 
 
B.  JOINT PUBLIC HEARING 

(1) 
 ORANGEWOOD PARK MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 4 
 CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 
 APPLICANT:  City of West Covina 
 LOCATION:  1615 West Merced Avenue (Orangewood Park) 

REQUEST:  To consider a redesign of the park to add new soccer fields, which 
will replace the existing, ball field. 

 
Planning Commission Chairman Redholtz opened the public hearing.  Recreation 
Services Manager Lyndel Morgan and Planning Associate Ron Garcia presented the staff 
report.   During the presentation, Ms. Morgan gave a brief history of the Orangewood 
Park property and the existing soccer league in West Covina.   
 
Mr. Garcia reviewed the proposed design of the fields, seating, picnic area and viewing 
areas.  In addition, he told the Commissions that there are currently 85 existing trees on 
the site and 44 trees will be removed for construction.  Further, Mr. Garcia informed the 
Commissioners that a parking study had been conducted on the site and it had been 
determined that there was sufficient room for parking to accommodate the soccer 
leagueÕs needs.  He added that the existing parking would be redesigned in conjunction 
with the construction of the soccer fields. 
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 PROPONENTS: 
 

Art Ballan, representing the West Covina Soccer League, and Joanne Wilner spoke in 
favor the master plan amendment.   
 
Mr. Ballan stated his support of the proposed improvements and construction of the 
soccer fields.  He also said that the league has been part of West Covina since 1969 and 
has played in a variety of location throughout the years.  He further told the Commissions 
that the league is actively trying to raise funding for the construction of this facility, since 
there are currently no funds available.  

 
Mrs. Wilner told the Commissioners that she supported the proposed improvements, but 
suggested that consideration be given to adding a basketball hoop and a walking path, 
since it is a neighborhood park.  She also asked about the cost to the City Park District 
fund. 
 
Ms. Morgan also read an e-mail from Gil Morrison, President of the California Roller 
Hockey League, in support of the project into the record. 

 
 OPPONENTS: 
 

Raquel Wiley, resident in the area of Orangewood Park, said that she was not opposed to 
the construction of the soccer fields, but was concerned with the proposed practice and 
game times.  She expressed her concern since the additional traffic and lighting of the 
fields could affect her quality of life.   
 
Chairman Redholtz closed the public hearing. 
 
There was a discussion by the Commissions regarding the proposed snack bar, 
scheduling of games and practices, replacement of the mature trees, possible fees to use 
the soccer fields, various special grants and funding options that may be available to 
build the soccer fields, whether or not bleachers will be provided for spectators, the 
relocation of the baseball league and the estimated cost estimate for the construction of 
the proposed project.  Commissioner Cervantes also said that he would like security 
cameras included in the improvements. 
 
Staff told the Commissioners that the cost estimate was provided to give the Council an 
idea of the associated costs.  They added that when funding became available to begin 
construction, bids would be solicited from various contractors. 
 
The Commissioners expressed their support of the project.  It was the consensus of the 
Commissions that the proposed soccer fields would be an asset to the community.   

 
Community Services Commission Action: 

 
Motion by Estrada, seconded by Esparza, to recommend to the City Council approval of 
Orangewood Master Plan Amendment No. 4.   Motion carried 8-0 (Carrico, McIntosh 
absent). 
 
Planning Commission Action: 
 
Motion by Steward, seconded by Cervantes, to adopt findings as recommended by staff.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Motion by Stewart, seconded by Sotelo, to waive further reading of the body of the 
resolution and adopt Resolution No. 08-5279, recommending to the City Council 
approval of Orangewood Park Master Plan Amendment No. 4.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Chairman Redholtz stated that final action on this matter would be considered by the City 
Council at a public hearing tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, August 19, 2008. 
 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Cervantes, to adjourn the Planning Commission at 7:04 
p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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Motion by Esparza, seconded by Estrada, to adjourn the Community Services 
Commission at 7:05 p.m.  Motion carried 8-0. 
 
 

      
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

CITY OF WEST COVINA 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008 

 
The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman 
Redholtz in the West Covina Council Chambers.  Commissioner Sotelo led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Planning Director Doug McIsaac gave the invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Sotelo, Redholtz, Stewart, Cervantes, Rozatti 
 
Absent:  None 
 
City Staff Present: McIsaac, Anderson, Wong, Garcia, Freeland 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:    
 
Regular meeting, June 24, 2008 Ð Commissioner Stewart requested that the minutes be amended 
to reflect that he had chaired the meeting, instead of Chairman Redholtz.   
 
The minutes were approved as amended. 
 
A.  OTHER MATTERS OR ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

This is the time when any member of the public may bring a matter to the attention of the 
Commission that is within the scope of duties assigned to the Commission.  The Ralph M. 
Brown Act limits the Planning Commission and staff's ability to respond to comments on 
non-agendized matters at the time such comments are made.  Thus, your comments may be 
agendized for a future meeting or referred to staff.  The Commission may discuss or ask 
questions for clarification, if desired, at this time. 

 
 None 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

This is the time for the public to comment on any item on the Consent Calendar.  As 
Consent Calendar items are considered routine in nature, they are normally enacted in 
one motion.  The Chairperson may remove a questioned Consent Calendar item for 
separate action. 
 
1. FORTHCOMING PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS AND PUBLIC 

HEARING SCHEDULE 
  
Receive and file.  
 
Planning Director Doug McIsaac presented the staff report.  He reviewed some of 
the items on the Forthcoming agenda and informed the Commission that some code 
amendments would be before them for discussion in the near future. 
 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Stewart, to approve the items listed.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
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 HEARING PROCEDURE: 
 

You are encouraged by this Commission to express your views on any matter set for 
public hearing.   It is our procedure to first receive the report of the Planning staff, then to 
ask for public testimony; first from those in favor of the matter, followed by testimony 
from those in opposition to it, and, if there be opposition, to allow those in favor, rebuttal 
testimony only as to the points brought up in opposition.  To testify on a matter, you need 
to simply come forward to the lectern at the appropriate time, give your name and address 
and make your statement.  In addition, please sign in on the sheet provided at the podium 
so it will facilitate preparation of our minutes.  Do not be concerned with your possible 
lack of experience in public hearings.  We are interested in what you say, not your level 
of expertise as a public speaker.  After a hearing has been closed, you may not further 
speak on the matter unless requested to do so by a member of the Commission. 
 
Planning Director Doug McIsaac requested that Item No. C-2 be heard out of order.  
There was a short discussion by the Commission.  It was the consensus of the 
Commission to hear Item No. C-2 first. 
 

C. PUBLIC HEARING (Heard out of order) 
(2) 

 LANDMARK NO. 1 
 LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
 APPLICANT:  West Covina Rose Float Foundation 
 LOCATION:  3510 East Cameron Avenue (Taylor House at Heritage Park) 

REQUEST:  The applicant is requesting approval of a landmark designation for 
The Taylor House, a Craftsman-style house built in 1912.  The 
subject property is located in the ÒSingle-Family ResidentialÓ (R-
1) Zone, Area District III. 

 
Chairman Redholtz opened the public hearing.  Principal Planner Jeff Anderson 
presented the staff report.  During his presentation, Mr. Anderson showed a power point 
presentation of the subject home and spoke about the history of Craftman-style homes in 
Southern California.   

 
PROPONENT: 

 
Chris Freeland, representing the West Covina Rose Float Foundation, addressed the 
Commission regarding this request.  He told the Commission that the house was restored 
in conjunction with students from Mount San Antonio College.  He also told the 
Commission that the home had previously been owned by two separate families, and each 
family had donated items and family heirlooms to be placed inside the home for viewing 
by the community. 

 
OPPONENTS: 

 
No one spoke in opposition. 
 
Chairman Redholtz closed the public hearing. 

 
There was a short discussion by the Commission regarding this request.  Commissioner 
Sotelo expressed his support of the project and commended the applicants for restoring 
the house. 
 
The remainder of the Commission concurred with the comments by Commissioner 
Sotelo. 

 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Cervantes, to adopt findings as recommended by staff.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Stewart, to waive further reading of the body of the 
resolution and adopt Resolution No. 08-5280, approving Landmark Designation No. 1.  
Motion carried 5-0.   

 
Chairman Redholtz stated that this action was final unless appealed to the City Council 
within ten days. 
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 (1) 

VARIANCE NO. 08-05 
 ADMINISTRATIVE USE PERMIT NO. 08-21 
 CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 
 APPLICANT:  Dwight Hastings, Sherwin Williams 
 LOCATION:  1705 West Garvey Avenue North 

REQUEST:  The applicant is requesting approval of a variance to allow a 243-
square foot freestanding business identification sign that exceeds 
the maximum sign area.  The applicant is also requesting approval 
of an administrative use permit to allow an electronic readerboard.  
The electronic readerboard sign will be used to advertise on-site 
businesses.  The property is located within the ÒService 
CommercialÓ (S-C) Zone. 

 
Chairman Redholtz opened the public hearing.  Senior Planner Fabiola Wong presented 
the staff report.  During her presentation, Ms. Wong explained that the applicant had 
originally sought to add another cabinet to the existing sign.  The additional cabinet did 
not blend well with the existing sign, so the applicant redesigned the entire sign.   

 
PROPONENTS: 
 
Dwight Hastings, applicant, and Joanne Wilner spoke in favor of the request.  Mr. 
Hastings spoke to the Commission and informed them that the adjacent business would 
utilize the majority of the existing sign on the property.  He also stated his hopes that the 
variance would allow him the same opportunity to advertise his business.   Mrs. Wilner 
encouraged the Commission to allow the improvements to the sign because itÕs an older 
sign. 
 
OPPONENTS: 
 
No one spoke in opposition. 
 
Chairman Redholtz closed the public hearing. 
 
There was a discussion by the Commission regarding the project.  Commissioner 
Cervantes asked the applicant what would happen once the trees on the property mature.  
He also asked about the height of the pole and the possibility of making an improvement 
to the intersection to make it easier to cross.   
 
Chairman Redholtz asked the applicant if there were plans to upgrade the existing 
readerboard sign.  He also suggested that the applicants consider making the front 
window wider to allow greater visibility inside the store.   

 
Commissioner Sotelo and Commissioner Stewart expressed their support for the new 
sign, saying that the new sign will enhance the business.  Commissioner Cervantes 
reiterated his concern with the existing trees and also commented about the street 
circulation in the area.  Chairman Redholtz also urged the applicant to watch the size of 
the trees. 
 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Stewart, to adopt findings as recommended by staff.  
Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Cervantes, to waive further reading of the body of the 
resolution and adopt Resolution No. 08-5281, approving Variance No. 08-05.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  

 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Stewart, to adopt findings as recommended by staff.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Cervantes, to waive further reading of the body of the 
resolution and adopt Resolution No. 08-5282, approving Administrative Use Permit No. 
08-21.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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Chairman Redholtz stated that these actions are final unless appealed to the City Council 
within ten days. 
 

 
D. NON HEARING ITEMS 
 
 None 
   
E.  OTHER MATTERS OR ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

This is the time when any member of the public may bring a matter to the attention of the 
Commission that is within the scope of duties assigned to the Commission.  The Ralph M. 
Brown Act limits the Planning Commission and staff's ability to respond to comments on 
non-agendized matters at the time such comments are made.  Thus, your comments may be 
agendized for a future meeting or referred to staff.  The Commission may discuss or ask 
questions for clarification, if desired, at this time. 

 
 None 
 
F.   COMMISSION REPORTS/COMMENTS AND MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
  

This is the time when any member of the Commission may bring a matter to the attention of 
the full Commission that is within the scope of duties assigned to the Commission.  Any 
item that was considered during the public hearing portion is not appropriate for discussion 
in this section of the agenda.  NO COMMISSION ACTION CAN BE TAKEN AT THIS 
TIME.  If the Commission desires to discuss an issue raised by a resident or take an action, 
the Commission may vote to agendize the matter for the next meeting.  The Commission 
may discuss or ask questions for clarification, if desired, at this time. 
 
Commissioner Rozatti said that there is graffiti on the block wall near the Target store at 
West Covina Heights.  She asked that it be removed as soon as possible.  Staff said that they 
would notify the developer. 

 
Commissioner Sotelo thanked the City for the Fourth of July celebration.  Chairman 
Redholtz concurred with Commissioner SoteloÕs remarks. 
 
Commissioner Stewart said he was looking forward to the unveiling of the art work at West 
Covina Heights later this month. 

 
 
 CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 
 

This is an oral presentation of City Council matters and actions of the listed meeting which 
are in the CommissionÕs area of interest. 
 
July 1, 2008 Regular Meeting: 
 
-The Planning Commission denial to waive street rehabilitation fees for Faith Community 
Church was overturned on appeal to the City Council. 
-The consultant for the Housing Update was selected and may meet with the Planning 
Commission in September. 

  
 PLANNING DIRECTORÕS REPORT: 
  
 None 
 
 
G. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Sotelo, seconded by Stewart, to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m.  Motion carried 
5-0. 

 
 


