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T he City of West Covina is proud of its swimming programs

and the vital role that safe swimming plays in good .’ ""
physical and mental health of all ages and skill
levels.

This summer, well-trained recreation aquatic staff will
teach more than 2,000 swim lessons to youth, teens
and adults, contributing to the quality of life in West
Covina.

Municipal Pool swim lesson registration begins May
27, with evening lessons beginning June 1 and morning
lessons and open swim beginning June 15.

The public pool is also available to rent for private
use. Come and enjoy the pool staffed by West Covina |
lifeguards for your next birthday party, luau or family event. For reservation details and availability
or any aquatic program information, call the pool office at (626) 960-7266 or Cameron
Community Center at (626) 919-6966. Information is also online at wwww.westcovina.org.

Enjoying West Covina Parka!

e SPACE TO PLAY AND LEARN e SPACE TO BE SAFE AND SECURE *
e SPACE TO CREATE AND IMAGINE e

The City of West Covina Community Services Department is committed to providing
recreation facilities for use by youth, teens and adults. A well-trained, enthusiastic recreation
staff has prepared a menu of summer programs that foster human development and
encourage participants of all ages to create and imagine.
During this economic time, take a look at the West Covina Community Recreation Guide at
www.westcovina.org/events/index.html for affordable summer programs and events. Don’t miss out on all the fun!
Last year, more than 29,000 participants enjoyed the Cameron Community Center alone.

For more information on available recreation programs and facilities, call Cameron Community Center at (626) 919-6966, Shadow
Oak Community Center at (626) 965-0328 or City Hall, Room 316, at (626) 939-8430.
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West Covina Expands

Department isexpanding its Picnic Pavilion Rental Program fromtwo to
elght park sites. During thiseconomic climate, familiesarestaying closer to
home, and West Covinaparksare great, safe placesto host outdoor events.

“Last year, wereceived callsfrom residentsrequesting to rent picnic pavilions
at various park sites,” Recreation Supervisor Adrian Reynosasaid. “ So we
expanded the program and madetherenta processmoreaccessibleby accepting
reservationsat threelocations. Cameron Community Center, (626) 919-6966;
Shadow Oak Community Center, (626) 965-0328; and City Hall, Room 316,
(626) 939-8430."

Large pavilionsrent for $100 per event, and small pavilionsrent for $50 per
event. For moreinformation onreserving apicnic pavilion, call oneof thethree
aforementioned phonenumbers.

Moreinformationisavailableon Page 20 of the Community Recreation Guide
at www.westcovina.org/events/index.html.

I n preparation for summer, the West Covina Community Services

PICNIC PAVILIONS

ARE AVAILABLE AT:
Cameron Park
Cortez Park
Del Norte Park
Friendship Park
Orangewood Park
T ; Palmview Park

B LriuE SN Shadow Oak Park

Galster Nature Park

Aggressively Pursues
Grant Funding

The City of West Covinaanticipatesrecei ving morethan $950,000 for energy-

efficient projectsfromthefederd government’ snewly rel eased American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). City staff has nearly completed the

preiminary registration and research work required by the Department of Energy.

All public-usefacilities operated by the City are being surveyed to identify

obsolete and i nefficient energy-use systems and equi pment.
In order to maximizethe ARRA grant funding availableto the City of West

Covina, mgjor work areaswith the highest potential for energy savingshave

beenidentified. Staff isnow reviewing the attributes of the numerous contractors,

vendors and manufacturers soliciting their servicesand productsin order to

determinethe most cost-effective and efficient optionsfor the City to pursue.
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C elebrate Parks & Recreation
Month this July by visiting your
neighborhood park or a
community park you' venever visited with
family andfriends.

Try anew recreation class, swim at the
pool, vist acommunity center and meet the
friendly staff, shoot some hoopsat thegym,
register for aday camp or takealeisurely
walk surrounded by nature on one of the
trals

Don't beleft out of
al the fun! A recent
public-opinion
research study
conducted by the
California Park &
Recreation Society
revealed that 98
percent of California =S -
householdsvisit apark onceayear. Half of
Cdiforniahousehol dsreported that someone
intheir household participatedinastructured
park program at least oncein the past year.

“The Community Services Department
joins the celebration this month as we
recognizethediverse opportunitiesthat are
afforded toacommunity through the parks
we offer, the people we serve and the
programsthat occur in community spaces,”
Community Services Director Michele
McNeill said.

For more information on recreation
programs and facilities, call Cameron
Community Center at (626) 919-6966,
Shadow Oak
Community
Center at
(626) 965-
0328 or City
Hall, Room
316, at (626)
939-8430.
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IF 10 AWARDS AREN’T SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE
OF THE GRANDEUR OF THE WEST COVINA
SPORTSPLEX PROJECT, THE MOST RECENT — AN
IITH AWARD — IS DEFINITELY A TESTAMENT.

he West Covina commercia center and Sportsplex

project has been bestowed the prestigious Award of

Excdlenceby the CdiforniaRedeve opment Association
(CRA). The CRA is a statewide, nonprofit corporation
representing more than 361 redevel opment agenciesand more
than 333 privatefirmsthat provides professiona developmentin
redevel opment, legislative advocacy, and apublic forum for
redevelopment law and activities.

Annudly, the CRA recogni zestop redevel opment projectsfrom
aroundthe state. TheAward of Excellenceisawarded toasmall
number of projectsor programsthat demonstrate primeexamples
of exceptional redevelopment efforts. Thisyear, West Covina's
Commercial Center and
Sportsplex was honored
with the CRA’s Award of
Excellence in the
Community Revitaization
category.

Theawardrecognizesthe
positive impacts the West
CovinaCommercia Center and Sportsplex has successfully
brought to the community, turning alandfill into alandmark. For
decades, the property was utilized asanelghborhood waste Site,
which over theyearsbecamethethirdlargest landfill inthenation.

Through theleadership of the West Covina City Council, the
dedication of city staff, partnershipswithlocal, regional, state
and federa agenciesand community involvement, the City has
converted oneof thelargest landfillsinto athriving attractionin
theCity.

Today, theformer landfill ishometo aBig League Dreams
Sports Park, a43-acre commercial retail center anchored by

THE FORMER LANDFILL IS HOME TO A BIG LEAGUE

Through the leadership of the
West Covina City Council, the
City has converted one of
the largest landfills into a
thriving attraction.

Home Depot and Target and open-space natural habitat.
Future plansinclude a 5.8-acre corporate center, an 18-
holechampionship golf courseand multipurposerecregtiond
trals

Herearethe 10 other awardstheWest Covina Sportsplex
project haspreviousy been honored with:

1. International Economic Development Council -
Economic Development Award for New Media(Videoon
Landfill to Landmark) 2008

2. International Economic Development Council -
Community Partnership Award 2008

3. Nationd Leagueof CitiesSlver Award
2008

4. CdiforniaRedeve opment Association
- Award of Excellence for Community
Revitdization 2008

5. Southern California Association of
Governments Compass Blueprint -
Achievement Award 2008

6. National Electrica ContractorsAssociation - Electrical
ExcellenceAward 2008

7. American Planning Association (CaliforniaChapter) -
Hard Won VictoriesAward 2008

8. Red Estate & Construction Review - The Building of
AmericaGold Award 2008

9. San Gabriel Valey Economic Partnership - City
Beautification Award 2008

10. Cdlifornia Park & Recreation Society - Award of
Excellence 2008.

DREAMS SPORTS PARK, A 43-ACRE COMMERCIAL

RETAIL CENTER ANCHORED BY HOME DEPOT AND TARGET, AND OPEN SPACE NATURAL HABITAT. FUTURE
PLANS INCLUDE A 5.8-ACRE CORPORATE CENTER, AN 18-HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE AND

MULTIPURPOSE RECREATIONAL TRAILS.
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DOCKSIDE GRILL

Same Name,

New Experience

Ithough therestaurant nameremainsDockside Grill,
A under itsnew management patronsareexperiencing

a whole new restaurant. In March, Damon’s
Management L L C purchased the businessand assumed the
lease.

Damon’s Management LL C has more than 80 years of
restaurant experience. The company ownsthe established
Damon’s Stesk Housein downtown Glendae, whichiswell-
known for its uniquely themed Polynesian décor and its
infamousmai tais.

As aresult of the marketing efforts by the Community
Development Commission, Damon’'sManagement LLCwas
made aware of the business opportunity inthe City and made
aninvestment inthe community by purchasing therestaurant.

Since taking ownership of Dockside Grill, Damon’s
Management L L C has made several improvementsto the
restaurant. Oneof the primary changeshasbeen theaddition
of alunch hour, with awhole new lunch menu that includes
sdlads, burgersand sandwiches.

Inaddition, thedinner menu hasbeen expandedto diversfy
dining options. Dockside patrons can now order delectable
pastas, succul ent steaks and scrumptious deserts.

For thosefamiliar with Damon’sfamousmai tais, Dockside
Grill will a'so servethem. Dockside Grill will also host live
entertainment Thursday through Sunday evenings.

As community involvement is important to Damon’s
Management, DocksdeGrill will also partner with community
organizationsfor fund-raisers.

If you haven't already experienced the* new” Dockside
Grill, you may want to stop in and try the new menu.

Dockside
Grill is
located at
3057 E.
Garvey
Ave.
North

in West
Covina.

Forever 21, known for providing shopperswith the most
current trendsin fashion at great val ues, isopening oneof its
newer conceptsat Westfield West Covina.

Existingmall tenant Forever 21 will close, and aX X1 store
will open. West Covina s XXI storewill expand the current
selection of merchandise to include apparel for children,
juniorsand menin additiontowomen’s.

The XXI storewill be located adjacent to the new Best
Buy currently under construction at themall and will occupy
29,720 squarefeet. Construction isanticipated to start this
summer, and the storeis expected to openin March 2010.

Another new store, Fresh & Easy, joined West
Covina Heights, 2430 Azusa Ave., in February.

Employee Training Available
for West Covina Businesses

The West Covina Chamber of Commerce is offering
an Employment Training Panel program and invites West
Covina businesses to take advantage.

The Employment Training Panel (ETP) is designed to
assist businesses in training employees to help increase
production and efficiency, making the business more
competitive in the industry. The ETP program provides a
range of training workshops, from custom training
programs based on the specific needs of a business to
general training sessions open to qualified businesses.

If your business qualifies, you can obtain free or low-
cost employee training. For information on the ETP
programs available and the qualifications required, call
the West Covina Chamber at (626) 338-8496.
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he West Covina Fire Department introduces the

I Ambulance Subscription Program for West Covina

residentsbeginning July 1. Thisisan officia City of
West Covinaprogram.

TheAmbulance Subscription Programisdesigned to provide
West Covinares dentsprotection from out-of-pocket expenses
related to ambulance transportation services provided by the
West CovinaFire Department.

Did you know that one ambulance transport could cost in
excessof $1,200?Additionally, most insurance companiesdo
not cover theentire cost of ambulance services. Asamember
of theAmbulance Subscription Program, you and your entire
household pay nothing, evenif you do not haveinsurance.

Asasubscriber of thisprogramfor lessthan 14 centsaday,
your household will be protected from ambulance
transportation feesfor services provided by theWest Covina
Fire Department. If you haveinsurance, it will bebilled for
you, and any amount paid will be accepted asfull payment
with nofurther obligationfromyou.

Asaprogram member, al legal residentsof your household
are covered and pay nothing for emergency ambulance

Everybody lovesthe Fourth of July. After al, what’snot to
like?Hot wesather, swimming, thesmell of hot dogsonthegrill
and, of course, fireworks.

But wait—fireworksareillegal in West Covinaand have
been for many years. Yet every year, the fire department
respondsto numerousemergency callsrelated to fireworks.
“Safe and sane” fireworks areillegal in West Covina, and
fireworks purchased out of the country arenot only illega but
asounsafe.

A recent report prepared by the Consumer Product Safety
Commission reveaed that nearly 10,000 individual s per year
areinjured seriously enough to warrant atrip to the hospital .
Of theseinjuries, one-third was caused by fireworksthat are
consderedillegd inthiscountry.

Althoughthesenumbersarehigh, they represent a75 percent
decreaseintheinjury rate because of theoutlaw of dl fireworks
insomecities. Many citiesnow opt to provideresdentswith a
professional fireworks display, as West Covinadoes. This
alowsresdentsto experiencethefun of fireworkswithout the
danger.

transportation services provided by West Covina Fire
Department and have
unlimited usage
throughout theduration
of thesubscription.

For only $48 per year,
the household coverage
protectslegal residents
of your household from
any out-of-pocket
expensesasociated with :
the City of West Covina sambulancetransportation services.

If youareinterested in subscribing to thisprogram or would
likemoreinformation, visit www.westcovina.org. Beginning
July 1, you can get an application at any of theselocations:

* Any West Covinafirestation

» West Covina Senior Center

» Cameron Community Center

» West Covina City Hall Finance Department, 1444 W.
Garvey Ave., Room 308.

For moreinformation, call (626) 939-8447.

Butif your Fourth of July travelstakeyoutoacity that dlows
fireworks, there are somethingsthefire department would
likeyoutokeepinmind:

* Alwaysread and follow thedirections.

» Havean adult present at all times.

* Useoutdoorsonly.

* Never experiment or make your own fireworks.

* Light only onefirework at atime.

* Neverrelight a“dud.”

» Always have water handy to thoroughly soak spent
fireworks.

* Never throw or point fireworksat other people.

* Never givefireworksto smal children.

* Stay away fromillegd fireworks.

Thefire department wantseveryoneto haveagreat, safe
Fourth of July. Remember that al fireworksareillega in\West
Covina. Firefightersand policeofficerswill patrol the streets
to ensurethat everyoneremains safe and enjoysthe holiday
responsibly. For more information, call West CovinaFire
Department Administration at (626) 338-8800.
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The recently formed Greater West Covina Business
Association (GWCBA) was created to showcase and
connect businesses. Theorganization providesexposureand
advertising opportunities with the primary focus being
destination marketing and abusinessresource center.

The GWCBA will host free outdoor eventsthissummer
a The Lakes Entertainment Center, 1200 LakesDrive:

For more information, call (818) 489-0041 or e-mail
glawson@greaterwestcovina.com.

]
QUESTION 4 N
OF THE' |
MONTH

DO YOU HAVE
ANY NEW IDEAS OR
CITY SERVICES YOU
WOULD LIKE TO SEE
COVYERED MORE IN

DISCOVER

¥
T

N WEST COVINA?

E-mail your comments to:
discoverwestcovina@westcovina.org
or mail to: West Covina City Hall,
City Manager’s Office, Attn: PIO Sue Williams,
1444 W. Garvey Ave., P.O. Box 1440,
West Covina, CA 91793

J
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Bruins Cheerleaders Take First Place
Congratulations to the West Covina Bruins Cheer Squad for
winning first place in the Youth Nationals! The cheerleading
squad consists of Devina Armas, Taylor Andrews, Joanna
Castaneda, Myla Correa, Tatiana Flamenco, Desiree Garcia,
Amber Jansen, Esmeralda Largaespada, Joleeza Lopez,
Brianna Martinez, Jessica Martinez, Alicia Navarro, Mariah
Olivas, Nuvia Velasco and Giselle Velez.

South Hills High School Percussion Ensemble Wins
in Southern California Competition

Congratulations to the South Hills High School Percussion
Ensemble for winning the gold medal in the Pacific Southwest
Division for the third year in a row! South Hills competed
against some of the best high-school percussion groups in
Southern California. Way to go, South Hills!

The City of West Covina offers homeowners two Home
Improvement Loan Programs. The first is a no-interest
loan for low-income applicants who qualify. The second
is called the Housing Preservation Program, with a 5
percent interest rate for moderate-income applicants
who qualify. For more information or to apply, call Housing
Program Coordinator Barbara Banks at (626) 939-8432.
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est Covina Police Cpl. Irene
Mezawasrecently honored as

“Woman of the Year” for the
57thAssembly Didtrict.

Intotal, 10womeninthisAssembly digtrict
were honored as\Women of Achievement,
but Mezawas selected asthe “First Place
2009 Woman of the Year.”

Having received past commendationsfrom
the District Attorney’s Officefor domestic
violenceinvestigations, Mezaearnedthistop
honor for her tenacious commitment to
deliveringjusticeto crimevictimsandfor her
achievementsduring her public sefety career.

On March 16, Mezawent to Sacramento
to participate in a special presentation
coinciding with\Women'sHistory Month.

“It was 100 years ago when a female
became the first nationally recognized
policewoman with the powersto arrest, and
| am grateful to all thetrailblazersthat came
beforeme,” Mezasaid. “| am very honored
to receivethisrecognition and would liketo
emphaszetha somuch moreisaccomplished
when men and women work in unison, like
they do here in West Covina, toward the
common goal of providing safety to our
community.”

West Covina Police Chief
Frank Wills with award winner
Cpl. Irene Meza.

Congratulations,
Irene Mezal

WEST COVINA RESIDENT HONORED
AT DOROTHY CHANDLER PAVILION

L ongtime West Covinaresident John Hugheswas
honored May 20 at the 44th Annual Older Americans
Recognition Day held at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
inLosAngeles.

Hugheshasbeen activein theWest Covinacommunity
for many years. Heisamember of the West Covina
Senior Citizens Commission and actsin an advisory
capacity to the West CovinaCity Council on matters
pertaining to the senior populationinWest Covina. In
addition, Hughesisamember of the West CovinaElks
Lodge, chairman of the West Covina Muscular
Dystrophy Association Volunteer Committee and a
supporter of theWest CovinaRose Float Foundation.

For thepast 19 years, Hugheshasactively supported
theMuscular Dystrophy Association by partnering with
the City of West Covinaat the annual Independence
Day Ceebration, withall proceedsbenefitingtheMDA.
Hughes has expanded the event to include adinner
dance, asilent auction and agolf tournament. Under
hisleadership and tirelessvolunteer hours, morethan
$1 million hasbeen raised for theMDA!

Through his efforts, the entire community comes
together to support this cause, and Hughes expects
nothinginreturnfor hislabor of love. AsHughesoften
says, “ Everybody knowssomebody that they canhdlp.”

Congratulations, John Hughes — you make West
Covinaproud!

SENATOR HONORS
WEST COVINA RESIDENT

Congratul ationsto West Covinaresident OliviaJamesand Six
other local women whose community work and leadership have
improved thequdlity of lifefor peopleof the 24th Senate District.

Jameswas recognized as“Woman of the Year 2009” for her
political work registering and educating votersthroughout L os
AngedesCounty.

Jameshasbeenacommunity activist dl her life, but Snceretiring
from her job asaspecia education teacher 18 yearsago, she's
redlly stepped up her politica activity. Sheisasoapolitical action
char withthe NAACPandisinvolved with the L eague of Women
Voters and the California Women's
Conference.

“We are concerned about theworld we
live in and what we will leave for our
children and grandchildren,” Jamessaid.
“We want to make sure that we elect
people who are interested in the same
thingsweareinterested in: education and
making surethat every person getsthe
best education possible.”

In honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary, James and her husband set
up a scholarship for a needy student
attending her dmamater, the University
of Arkansasat Pine Bluff.
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WEST COVINA POLICE
OBTAIN GRANT TO
COMBAT COMPUTER -
BASED CRIMES

The West CovinaPolice Department recently obtained a
$2,000 grant from Target Corporation, which hastwo retail
locationsinWest Covina.

This private grant is for
equipment to beused by specidly
trained policedetectivestoadin
the investigation of computer-
based crimes, induding crimesthat
affect thebusinesscommunity.

The City of West Covinaand
the West Covina Police
Department greatly valuecivic
partners, such as Target, that are
committed to working
cooperatively toimprovepublic
sofety.

Last month, work began on the City of West Covina’s
Residential Street Rehabilitation Project. This project
impacts approximately 5.6 miles of West Covina streets,
consisting of 35 segments, located throughout the city.
Work will include the repair of damaged curbs, gutters
and sidewalks. The project will also include installation
of new wheelchair ramps.

Funding for the project has been obtained from State
Proposition 42 (Congestion Relief Fund) and Community
Development Block Grants. It is anticipated that the work
will be completed by July.

For a map and list of locations, visit www.westcovina.org.
For more information, call the City West Covina

Street sweeping plays an
important role in keeping West
Covina neighborhoods |ooking
beautiful. Sweeping city streets
keepsthem clean from debrisand
preventspollutantsfromenteringthe
storm drainand eventually ending
upintheriver basinthat washesout
to the ocean. If cars are not |
removed, the sweepers cannot
remove excesstrash and debristhat accumulates behind
parked vehicles.

The City of West Covinasweepsall residential streets
twiceamonth. However, if resdentsdo not remove parked
carsoff the streets, the debris cannot beremoved, resulting
inaccumulation of litter that piles up along the curbsides.
Thispreventsthe street sweepersfrom doing athorough
job, avaluablecity servicefunded by tax dollars.

Inan effort toimprovetheability of the street sweepersto
properly clean residential streets, many residents have
requested that parking be prohibited on street sweeping days.
By requesting this, they have seen marked improvement with
thestreetsintheir neighborhoods. Their streetsare cleaner,
more debris is removed and standing water — where
mosguitoesbreed —iseliminated.

To have your street be considered for “No Parking on
Street Sweeping Days’, call City of West Covina Civil
EngineeringAssociate Migud Hernandez at (626) 939-8731.
You can also submit a written request by e-mail to
Migud .Hernandez@westcovina.org or by postal mail tothe
following address: City of West Covina, Public Works
Department, Attn: Miguel Hernandez, 1444 \W. Garvey Ave.,
West Covina, CA 91790.

Engineering Division, Dave Nichols,at (626) 939-8425.
WEST COVINA

ﬁl CITY COUNCIL

Mayor: Roger Hernandez
Mayor Pro Tem: Shelley Sanderson
Councilmember: Steve Herfert
Councilmember: Sherri Lane
Councilmember: Mike Touhey

West Covina, CA 91793

City of West Covina UPSRSPROTSTSIT\E)3 .

1444 W. Garvey Ave. “PAID

PO. Box 1440 WEST COVINA, CA
PERMIT #625

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
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